Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha. by Caldwell, D. et al.
Durham Research Online
Deposited in DRO:
22 July 2016
Version of attached ﬁle:
Accepted Version
Peer-review status of attached ﬁle:
Peer-reviewed
Citation for published item:
Caldwell, D. and Gilmour, S. and Church, M.J. (2011) 'Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha.', Discovery
and excavation in Scotland ; new series., 12 . p. 194.
Further information on publisher's website:
http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/publications
Publisher's copyright statement:
c© Archaeology Scotland
Additional information:
Use policy
The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or charge, for
personal research or study, educational, or not-for-proﬁt purposes provided that:
• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source
• a link is made to the metadata record in DRO
• the full-text is not changed in any way
The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.
Please consult the full DRO policy for further details.
Durham University Library, Stockton Road, Durham DH1 3LY, United Kingdom
Tel : +44 (0)191 334 3042 | Fax : +44 (0)191 334 2971
http://dro.dur.ac.uk
Caldwell, D, Gilmour, S & Church, M J (2011). Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha. 
Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, New Series 12: 194. 
 
Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha 
Survey and sampling 
David Caldwell, Simon Gilmour and Mike Church 
National Museum of Scotland, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and Durham University 
The project aimed to sample the archaeological deposits within the scheduled area at 
Mealasta, Isle of Lewis.  The sampling aims to recover dating material and assess the nature 
of occupation as evidenced by the deposits recorded.  Recent research on the Lewis 
Chessmen (Caldwell et al 2009 and 2010) suggested that the pieces belonged to an important 
person living on Lewis, for instance a prince of the Kingdom of the Isles, a bishop or a clan 
chief.  The souterrain recorded (NA92SE 2) from Mealasta is described in some sources as 
the find-spot for the Lewis Chessmen.  The project cleaned the eroding section of machair at 
Mol Tiacanais, recording an enhanced soil horizon below the turf, several shallow pit or ditch 
features and the potential eroding corner of a drystone walled building.  Samples were 
recovered from each of these features and the eroding edge backfilled; the samples will be 
analysed at the University of Durham by Dr Church.  A series of boreholes were dug with a 
bucket augur behind the eroding edge to test the potential for further deeper soil or midden 
horizons within the scheduled area – these indicated that below the visibly eroding horizon 
machair sand extended to the base, some 3m deep in places. 
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 Figure 1: Surveying in progress at Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha 
